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John Steinbeck is one of the most popular and important writers in American literature. Novels such as The Grapes of Wrath, Of Mice and Men, and East of Eden and the journal Travels with Charley convey the core of Steinbecks workfiction that is reflective and compassionate. The Nobel prize winner cared deeply about people, and his writing captured the spirit, determination, and willingness of individuals to fight for their rights and the rights of others. His art of caring is critical for todays readers and as a touchstone for our collective future.
In Citizen Steinbeck: Giving Voice to the People, Robert McParland explains how the authors work helps readers engage in moral reflection and develop empathy. McParland also looks at the ways educators around the world have used Steinbecks writingsboth fiction and nonfictionto impart ideals of compassion and social justice. These ideals are weaved into all of Steinbecks work, including his journalism and theatrical productions. Drawing on these textsas well as interviews with secondary-level teachersthis book shows how Steinbecks work prompts readers to think critically and contextually about our values.
Demonstrating the power a single author can have on generations of individuals around the world, Citizen Steinbeck enables readers to make sense of both the past and the present through the prism of this literary icons inspirational work.
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