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The focus of this book is on aesthetic ideas and the creative process in primitive societies. Although many of the publications related to primitive art are beautiful and a pleasure to look at, they often do some injustice by oversimplification. Identifications of objects and explanations of their ritual use and meaning do not make clear the importance of art in a tribal society. This anthology includes representative and meaningful writings that are concerned with these problems, and the chronological arrangement of the essays in this volume shows to some degree the development of theory pertaining to primitive art since 1950.
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